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Reading in the National Curriculum

There are three main elements of reading within the 
National Curriculum.

1. Word Reading
2. Comprehension
3. Reading for Pleasure

This is across both fiction and non-fiction. 







Word Reading
Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode words until 
automatic decoding has become embedded and reading is fluent.



Word Reading
Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that contain the 
graphemes taught so far, especially recognising alternative sounds for 
graphemes



Word Reading
Read accurately words of two or more syllables that contain the same 
graphemes taught so far.
(Syllable – unit of sound)



Word Reading
Read words containing common suffixes 

clapped           putting              angrier              fittest
dried             sliding               ruder                nicest

quickly            delightful           careless              
carefully         wonderful           harmless



Word Reading
Read further common exception words
(Common exception words are words in which the English spelling code works in an unusual or uncommon 
way )



Word Reading



Word Reading



Word Reading



Things to practice at home
*Support your child to become confident with the common exception 
words. You can play different games to help them recognise these 
words. 

*Read – The more you read to your child, the more vocabulary they will 
be exposed to. Discuss the meanings of new unfamiliar words.

*Fluency – It is important that your child reads with you for at least 
15 minutes everyday.

*Encourage your child to read with expression and pace.

*When children have finished reading their books, encourage them to 
re-read their books to build up their fluency and confidence in word 
reading. 



Comprehension

You could try;

It is important for children to….



Comprehension
It is important for children to….

QUESTIONING IS KEY!



Comprehension

Lets have a look at different types of questions.



Comprehension
AF2 - I can understand, describe, select or retrieve information from a text 
to answer a question.



Comprehension
AF3 - I can deduce, infer or interpret information from a text to answer a 
question.



Comprehension
AF7 - I can relate the text to other contexts and make links. 



Comprehension
Lets have a go at creating our own questions for this story.



Comprehension
How do you think the passengers reacted to seeing the king on the bus?

What sort of character is the Princess?
Can you find phrase from the script to support your opinion of her?

Can you think of another story where the main character is very bossy? 

How is this story similar/different to that story?



Things to practice at home
*After reading to your child or reading with your child, have a go at 
creating your own questions. 

*Encourage the child to make links. Can they remember another story 
with a similar theme?

*Get children to create their own questions and answer these 
together.



The reading test now has a greater emphasis on the comprehension elements of the 
new curriculum.    

There are 2 reading papers, one with the texts and questions combined and one with 
more challenging texts with questions in a separate booklet.   

SATs

Within the test paper, there are a variety of question types: 

• Multiple choice 
• Ranking/ordering e.g. Number the events to show in which order 
they happened in the story 
• Matching e.g. Match the character to the job they do in the story 
• Labelling e.g. Label the text to show the title 
• Find and copy e.g. Find and copy one word that shows what the 
weather was like in the story 
• Short answer e.g. What does the bear eat? 
• Open-ended answer e.g. Why did Lucy write the letter to her 
grandmother?  Give two reasons. 














