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 Date: 9th June 2016 
 
 
 
Dear Parent/Guardian,  

 
Assalaamu Alaikum / Peace be with you 

                                 
                                                                
As you may be aware, the planning application for our permanent site at the former Hackney Police Station 
on Lower Clapton Road was considered by Hackney’s Planning Sub-Committee on the evening of Wednesday 
8th June 2016.  
 
Our team put together a comprehensive application and readily responded to all of the questions and 
comments put to us by Hackney’s Planning Officers during the development of our submission. Mrs Parks 
spoke to the Committee about the school’s successes and our pupils’ incredible achievements since The Olive 
School opened in 2013, highlighting the huge level of support the school has received from parents and the 
local community. The Committee was also made aware of the fact that we received over 500 letters backing 
our application, and I would like to thank you all for your outstanding support during the process.  
 
Unfortunately, however, even though we presented a strong case and parents were overwhelmingly in favour 
of the move, the elected members of the Committee ultimately voted to deny our application and refuse 
planning permission. We will therefore be re-submitting our application in the near future. 
 
Whilst we are disappointed by this decision and appreciate that you may also be disheartened by the 
outcome, please rest assured that we are working with the Department for Education to resolve the situation 
as soon as possible. I would like to reassure you of the Department’s strong support for The Olive School, and 
we will continue to collaborate with them to find the best way forwards and identify an estate that will serve 
our pupils’ needs.   
 
We hope to arrange a meeting to update you in respect of our progress towards the end of this academic 
year. Further details will follow in due course. 
 
Please remember the school in your prayers during this noble month of Ramadan. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
(Mufti) Hamid Patel CBE 
Chief Executive    
 


