
Adjectives for Effect

Expanded Noun Phrases

1.	The mouldy, broken house stood on a hill.

2.	The moaning and creaking noise continued.

3.	The cold, damp grass ruined my shoes.

4.	The well-worn steps went on forever.

5.	The off-white, rotten door squeaked loudly.

6.	A large, dark rain cloud hung over the house. 

Read through the following descriptions.

For each one, underline the noun that is being described in the expanded noun phrase.

Put a circle around the adjectives that have been added to the noun to make the expanded 
noun phrase.



Adjectives for Effect

Expanded Noun Phrases

1.	The mouldy, broken house stood on a hill.

2.	The moaning and creaking noise continued.

3.	The cold, damp grass ruined my shoes.

4.	The well-worn steps went on forever.

5.	The off-white, rotten door squeaked loudly.

6.	A large, dark rain cloud hung over the house. 

Read through the following descriptions.

For each one, underline the noun that is being described in the expanded noun phrase.

Put a circle around the adjectives that have been added to the noun to make the expanded 
noun phrase.

What is the impact of the adjectives? 



Adjectives for Effect

Expanded Noun Phrases

1.	Jani cowered in front of the spooky, haunted house.

2.	The moaning and creaking noise continued as Curtis crept forward.

3.	The cold, damp grass ruined Alfie’s cool, new shoes.

4.	The well-worn steps went on forever.

5.	The off-white, rotten door squeaked as the terrified children entered the room.

6.	A large, dark rain cloud hung over the house.

Read through the following descriptions.

For each one, underline the noun that is being described in the expanded noun phrase. There 
may be more than one example in each sentence.

Put a circle around the adjectives that have been added to the noun to make the expanded 
noun phrase.

Rewrite each sentence and use different adjectives for each noun phrase to create a different 
mood or atmosphere.

Example – Jani skipped happily towards the clean, white house.

1.	  

2.	  

3.	  

4.	  

5.	  

6.	  



     

Answers

Noun Phrases | Answers

What is the impact of the adjectives? (Multiple answers possible)

Example: The adjectives create a scary atmosphere. They make the house sound old, dirty and cold. 
The moaning and groaning sounds suggest that the house might be haunted. 

1.	 The house was mouldy, rotten and brown.
2.	 There was a moaning and creaking noise.
3.	 The grass was damp and cold. 
4.	 The step looked well-worn. 
5.	 The door was an off-white colour and rotten. 
6.	 A large, dark rain cloud hung over the house. 

These answers will vary. Please check that the choice of adjective is appropriate, and 
that spelling and grammar is correct.

Adjectives for Effect

1.	 The house was mouldy, rotten and brown.
2.	 There was a moaning and creaking noise.
3.	 The grass was damp and cold. 
4.	 The step looked well-worn. 
5.	 The door was an off-white colour and rotten. 
6.	 A large, dark rain cloud hung over the house. 

1.	 The house was mouldy, rotten and brown.
2.	 There was a moaning and creaking noise.
3.	 The grass was damp and cold. 
4.	 The step looked well-worn. 
5.	 The door was an off-white colour and rotten. 
6.	 A large, dark rain cloud hung over the house. 


