
LO: To understand distribution and density of the population of South America. 

 
Terminology: 

Population density: How busy a certain area is. 

Population distribution: How spread out people are in a certain area (can either be sparsely or 

densely populated) 

Demographics of South America 

The demographics of South America is such that it has an estimated population of 418.7 million (as 

of 2017) and a rate of population growth of about 0.6% per year. The present population of South 

America is the result of four centuries of mixture among those four components—American Indians, 

Iberians, Africans, and more recent overseas immigrants—and their descendants.  

By far the most populous country in South America is Brazil, which has topped 201 million for the 

first time in 2013. Brazil is the fifth most populous country on earth, after China, India, the United 

States and Indonesia. 

The top 5 most populous countries in South America: 

1. Brazil: 201 million 

2. Colombia: 47 million 

3. Argentina: 41 million 

4. Peru: 31 million 

5. Venezuela: 30 million 

By far the least populous country in South America is the non-sovereign Falkland Islands of the 

United Kingdom, which has a population in 2013 of just 3,000 people. 

The 5 least populous countries in South America are: 

1. Falkland Islands (UK): 3,000 

2. French Guiana: 259,000 

3. Suriname: 539,000 

4. Guyana: 798,000 

5. Uruguay: 3.297 million 

 

As a whole, South America enjoys strong growth with an overall growth rate of over 1% per year. 

The region has a relatively low migration rate with high fertility and a high birth rate. 

South America currently has a very high proportion of children under 15 years, and many of its 

countries are enjoying high annual economic growth rates as high as 8% in the case of Argentina, 

while unemployment remains fairly low. 

As a whole, only Bolivia has a population growth rate above 1%, while the vast majority of South 

American countries are growing at a rate of 1% per year. Meanwhile, the Falkland Islands, Guyana 

and Uruguay are at a 0% growth rate. 

This means South America's population should continue growing steadily and modestly until 2060, 

when it will stabilize with a population of about 218 million. 

 



LO: To understand distribution and density of the population of South America. 

 
 

Task 

Complete the following: 

1. Explain the difference between population density and population distribution. 

2. Which country is the most densely populated in South America? 

3. Write the factors that make Ecuador the most densely populated country in South America? 

4. ‘Monaco is the most densely populated country of Europe while the region of Iceland is the 

least densely populated place in the continent.’ 

Write the factors of density which are similar and different between Ecuador and Monaco. 

5. Below, you have a chart which outlines the population of all the countries in South America. 

Your task is to extract the data and then input it on a bar chart. 

(Think carefully when labelling the intervals on each axis) 

 

Countries in South America 

 

Country                     Population (2020) 

Brazil                       212,559,417 

Colombia         50,882,891 

Argentina                   45,195,774 

Peru                       32,971,854 

Venezuela         28,435,940 

Chile                       19,116,201 

Ecuador         17,643,054 

Bolivia                       11,673,021 

Paraguay         7,132,538 

Uruguay         3,473,730 

Guyana                           786,552 

Suriname            586,632 

French Guiana            298,682 

Falkland Islands                 3,480 


