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Keywords 

- Agriculture:  Agriculture is the science and art of cultivating plants and livestock. Agriculture 

was the key development in the rise of sedentary human civilization, whereby farming of 

domesticated species created food surpluses that enabled people to live in cities. The history 

of agriculture began thousands of years ago. 

 

The history of agriculture is the story of humankind's development and cultivation of processes for 

producing food, feed, fibre, fuel, and other goods by the systematic raising of plants and animals.  

Farming first developed around 9000 BC in an area described by archaeologists as the Fertile 

Crescent, to the east of the Mediterranean Sea and near Mesopotamia; a crescent-shaped strip of 

land that stretched across the Levant region (now known as Israel, Lebanon, and Syria). 

South America is one of the leading players in the global agricultural market and accounts for 

approximately ten per cent of the world’s agricultural product export. South America also has many 

commercial farms, especially in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Uruguay, and Colombia. 

Grains, such as corn and wheat, are widely grown the former being the general basic food in most 

countries. 

Livestock forms an important part of South American agriculture. Several areas stand out as major 

commercial cattle-raising centers, notably the Pampas of Argentina and Uruguay, Brazil, and the 

Llanos of Colombia and Venezuela. Brazil has the largest numbers of cattle followed by Argentina. 

Both countries export large amounts of beef. Sheep thrive where cattle would do poorly. 

Brazil 

Brazil is the 7th largest economy in the world and the largest in South America. World-wide, Brazil is 

ranked fourth in agro industry and agriculture. Agriculture is one of the most dynamic sectors of the 

Brazilian economy. Within Latin America, Brazil is one of the leading investors in agriculture research 

and development. Brazil is the world's third largest producer of corn. Agriculture in Brazil accounts 

for an estimated 8% of GDP, and employs about a quarter of the labour force in six million 

agricultural enterprises. 

 Brazil has increased its grain and livestock production by 774% and 251% between 1960 and 2011 

respectively. Heavy investments have been made in research for the sector. This has ensured Brazil a 

leading role in international agricultural production. 

Grain production covers 50 Million hectares, Livestock production covers 170 Million hectares, 

exports to 215 markets in 180 countries with a total agricultural export amount of USD 76 Billion. 

The pasture areas in Brazil represent 75% of the agriculture area and annually 100,000tons of forage 

seeds are marketed. 

  

Argentina 

The agriculture sector in Argentina is export-oriented. Argentina is among the world's leaders in 

soybean and cereal production, and is a significant exporter of beef. 
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Uruguay 

As in Argentina, the agriculture sector in Uruguay is export oriented. The main products produced in 

Uruguay include wheat, rice, barley, corn, sorghum, livestock and fish . 

In South America, PGG Wrightson Seeds focus is on the research and development of new forage 

varieties that are used in the different production systems in the region. The South American market 

is substantial and the potential for agricultural production from the region is significant. 

 

Task 

1. What major crops are exported from South America? 

2. What type of vegetation is grown in South America? 

3. What is commercial farming?  

4. Why is South America populated with commercial farming? 

5. What are the Pros and Cons for commercial farming? 

6. “Agriculture cannot enrich you economically” 

 

Do you agree or disagree with the statement above. Justify your answer. 

 


