
L.O.: To explore renewable energy in South America 

 

What is renewable energy? 

Renewable energy is energy derived from natural resources that replenish themselves in less than a 

human lifetime without depleting the planet’s resources. These resources – such as sunlight, wind, 

rain, tides, waves, biomass and thermal energy stored in the earth’s crust – are available in one form 

or another nearly everywhere. 

Like any human activity, all energy sources have an impact on our environment. Renewable energy is 

no exception to the rule, and each source has its own trade-offs. However, the advantages over the 

devastating impacts of fossil fuels are undeniable: from the reduction of water and land use, less air 

and water pollution, less wildlife and habitat loss, to no or lower greenhouse gas emissions. 

 

Renewable energy in South America 

Abundant renewable resources in South America — including solar, wind, geothermal, biomass, 

sugar-based ethanol and hydro — offer many countries in the region the possibility to utilize 

domestic natural resources for the production of clean electricity. 

Argentina   

Renewable energy deployment, in particular from wind and solar, is regarded as one of Argentina’s 

priorities vis-à-vis energy generation to meet increasing energy demands. Argentina has promoted 

the use of renewable energies since 1998 with the enactment of Law No. 25.019, the National Wind 

and Solar Energies Program, which was later regulated by Decree No. 1597 of 1999. In brief, the 

program establishes that projects developed in connection with the generation of electricity from 

wind and solar power can be developed only by individuals or legal entities registered in the 

Republic of Argentina, which, in turn, do not require any special authorization from the federal 

government. 

 

Brazil   

After a decade of reforms and privatizations, Brazil is currently re-evaluating its plans to meet 

growing energy needs. The country’s energy use is expected to continue to climb in the coming 

years, and, as a result, a restructuring of its energy sector is inevitable. It is estimated that the 

renewable energy market in Brazil will be worth $25 billion (the following renewable commodities 

are included in that number: small hydro power, biomass, solar and wind energy), so business 

opportunities are limitless. 

 

Conclusion   

South America is on its way to providing itself with energy sources that are secure, efficient and 

renewable. Renewable energy resources have the potential to significantly reduce the amount of 

fossil fuels that are consumed in South America. As explained above, various countries have started 

policy and regulatory reforms to help level the playing field and promote renewable energy. South 

America is enjoying steady GDP growth, and saturated energy markets, such as wind in Europe and 

elsewhere, are encouraging investors and international developers to finally take notice and explore 

the region. 
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Task 

 

1. Write down 4 benefits of renewable energy: 

a) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

b) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

c) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

d) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

2. Name the three top countries in South America who export significant amount of oil 

and gas: 

 

a) _______________________________ 

b) _______________________________ 

c) _______________________________ 

 

 

3. Research and explain why Peru generates majority of its electricity through Hydro 

power. 

 

 

 

4. Explain how political impact has affected South America’s renewable energy 

progress? 

 

 

 

5. Research and explain what experts are saying about the sustainability of renewable 

energy in South America. 
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