A Child’s Book of the Seasons by Arthur Ransome

In summar v go quistly ond softly throwgh the Little vood af the baok of the houss, it at the other
side of it and peep owver the hedge. There iz a steep bank on the other side and then o row of little
traes, tha remoins of an old hedge ond then another bank. The other bank is full of holes and the holes
are full of robbits. On summar svenings wa go there ond wotch the little rabbits skipping abouwt and
nibbling the gross.

Of cowrse, as the summser goes on, the grass grows wery high and, when wa walk through it, we can
somatimas see nothing but the ears of the little robbits pesping up abowe it You can't imogine how
funny they look. Once, Sally fll right ower the top of one of them thot was hidden in the gros. It
jumped out wunder her feet and she was so stortled thot she fell foréward. She felt somsthing warm and
furry wriggling in her hands ond found thot she had cought a boby rabbit. Sally stroked it until it
was not frightened anymore and then she put it on the ground and let it go. It hopped joyfully oéway
through the gros and dizoppesred into its burrow in the bank.

Besides the rabbits we find oll sorts of othar charming things in the long gross -
thot swishes zo happily oround our onkles. Buttercups are thare which send o ﬁ
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buttercups, dondalions, purpls thistles and wild orchids. rgj,.*i' o

In anothar bank, not so vary far from tha homa of the robbits, another little furry
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by tha robbits. He has a long, thin body, a peinty, Little heod, ond a wonvy toil. He ic o weasel. Hiz bank
iz just by the side of o pleasant trickling streom and not very far frem the wood where the pheasants
live. Thare are plenty of stories about him among the country peopls. They say that if you whistle near
hizs hols he will come running owt to see what is the matter and, if you go on whistling, he will coma

1. Find and copy two adverbs from the first paragraph.

2. Why do you think that the robbit felt frightensd when Sally tripped ower it?

3. Find and copy the phrass which shows whot Sally did to moke the rabbit feel better

4. Inm the fourth poragraph, the outhor gives clues about the animal bafore revealing its
nama. Why do you think he does that?




Answers

A Child's Book of the Seasons by Arthur Ransome
1. Find and copy two adverbs from the first poragraph.
Accept the following answers:

» quictly
- saftly

2. Why do you think that the robbit fult frightensd when Solly tripped over it?
Accept any reasonoble answer relating to the size of Sally

compared to the rabbit, or the threat of getting hurt, e.g.
- Because Sally was much bigger than the rabhbit.

» Beoouse he did not see her coming and wasn't expecting her to be there.
- Because he thought Sally was going to hurt him.

3. Find and copy the phrase which shows whot Sally did to moke the rabbit fesl better.
Accept: 'Sally stroked it (until it was not frightened angmore)’.

4. In the fourth porograph, the author gives olues about the animal before revealing its
nams. Why do you think he does that?
Accept any reascenable answer pertnining to interesting or engoging the reader, e.g.

» To make the reader think.
» To entertain the reader with a quiz.

* To build suspense in the toxt



